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Aim and scope of this journal

The “Initiative for Inspiring Young Minds Through Science” operates the Science Stars Journal (SCIS]). It pro-
vides an open-access platform for publishing the research results of elementary, middle, and high school students,
as well as individuals involved in their education. The journal offers Japanese and English translations at no cost

to the authors for readers in Japan and overseas.

Features of this journal

There are no other examples of Japanese children conducting scientific research and disseminating informa-
tion on a global scale. Key features include: (1) bilingual Japanese-English publication to reach both domestic and
international audiences, (2) no publication costs imposed on authors, (3) full open access, and (4) collaboration
with the sister YouTube channel, “Science Stars Japan (SciStars-J, https://www.youtube.com/@ScienceStars/vid-
eos),” for online information dissemination. We will disseminate information about the journal’s objectives to

relevant stakeholders to expand the pool of contributors and readers and increase the number of annual issues.
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The upper two panels show the same subject, geranium. The lower two panels show the same subject, pansy. The upper and
lower panels on the left are visible images. The upper and lower panels on the right are UV images. The UV images resemble the
flower patterns of pansies, but the upper right panel shows geranium. The flower patterns and UV absorption patterns are called
nectar guides, which indicate the location of nectar to insects. For more details, refer to “Inspiring young scientists to lead globally:
Building online platforms for children’s science presentation” (p. 3) and the YouTube channel “Science Stars Japan” No. 14 (https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuAenSTyK9Q&t=1s). Photography: Mamoru Isemura
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