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Aim and Scope of This Journal

Published by the Initiative for Inspiring Young Minds Through
Science, this journal provides an open-access platform for
disseminating research conducted by elementary, middle, and
high school students, together with contributions from educa-
tors and professionals engaged in science education. Submis-
sions are accepted in English or Japanese, and no publication

fees are required.

Submission Guidelines and Procedures

Outline

1. There is no charge for publication in this journal.

2. Copyright of articles published in this journal remains with
the authors.

3. The editorial board of this journal assumes no responsibility
for the content of articles.

4. Manuscripts should be submitted online at “scistars-j@
ginsight-jpn.com?”

5. The types of articles accepted include full papers, notes,
reports, and reviews. Other forms of articles, such as articles

approved by the editorial board, may also be published.

Full papers

1. To publish research that can be replicated later, the results
must be based on at least three repetitions, not just a single
experiment. However, this does not apply to observations
over time or in images. Additionally, statistical analysis is
recommended when discussing significant differences in
results.

2. Conclusions must be derived from multiple different
methodologies.

3. Experimental methods must be described in a manner that
allows for subsequent verification.

4. Novelty is not considered highly important, and so-called
“copying” is welcome. Research that builds upon prior
studies by first verifying the reproducibility of their results
and then developing them further is acceptable.

5. There is no page limit.

Notes
1. Papers that meet the requirements for full papers but are
only about three pages long (short reports) will be published

as notes.

Preliminary reports

nitiative for tnspiring Young Minds Through Science

1. A research paper or conference presentation that is consid-
ered significant despite its incompleteness may be accepted
as a preliminary report. In such cases, the paper may be
submitted as a full paper at a later date when the data is

supplemented.

Review articles

1. Papers prepared based on themes requested by the editorial
committee, as well as submitted papers that align with the
journal’s publication objectives and are approved by the
editorial committee, may be published as review articles.
For example, a review paper on “The history and recent

research on ant studies by children.”

Editorial
1. The editorial board will periodically publish paper

introductions, paper reviews, comments, and other content.

Interview articles, etc.
1. With the consent of the editorial committee, edited articles,
such as interviews, roundtable discussions, and special

dialogues, may be published.

Review Guidelines (Main points)

Suitability for this Journal

The Science Stars Journal aims to nurture children’s interest
in science. To this end, the journal publishes the research
results of elementary, middle, and high school students, as well
as those involved in their education, in English or Japanese.
Submitted papers should be consistent with this purpose and
undergo an initial review by the editorial board. If a paper
does not meet the above criteria, it will be returned to the
author with comments. Papers that meet the requirements will

be forwarded for peer review.

Peer review
Peer review is conducted by multiple anonymous reviewers

who are experts in the relevant field.

Acceptance criteria

Papers will be accepted, revised, or rejected based on whether
they meet the three criteria for scientific papers: originality,
availability, and reliability. The results will be communicated
to the author in writing. Regarding originality, consider-
ation will be given to elements that encourage authors to

foster interest in science among children.
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