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At the end of the symposium titled “The Future Entrusted to Children: What is Required in Science Educa-
tion for Children,” the activity of the “Initiative for Inspiring Young Minds Through Science” was introduced.
Its details are documented here. No other organization in Japan is known to have undertaken this type of in-
formation dissemination activity for the global audience. Therefore, this journal will be published in both Jap-
anese and English, accompanied by a YouTube channel. “Science Stars Journal (SCISJ),” is a separate activity
from the YouTube channel “Science Stars Japan (SciStars-]J, https://www.youtube.com/@ScienceStars/videos),”
which features Japanese and English versions of each video, to promote online information dissemination
worldwide.
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Abstract: Japan’s research capabilities, as measured by the number of top 10% publications (fractional count-
ing), have been in decline since 2006 and currently rank 13th. Curiosity is a distinctive trait of humans as
biological beings, but it often diminishes as we grow older. Nurturing children’s pure curiosity is likely to
contribute to the future welfare and prosperity of humanity. Therefore, we investigated the current state of
opportunities for children and their educators to present scientific research papers. The results revealed that
there are no domestic platforms that prioritize academic rigor, including reproducibility, and also consider an
international audience. Consequently, we have launched the YouTube channel “Science Stars Japan” and aim
to establish this new journal for regular publication.
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* English versions of all the tables in this article are available at https://en.ginsight-jpn.biz/children-sci-papers.
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